Introduction

1
Protruding ears are the most frequent developmental disorder of the external ear, affecting 2 about 5% of the general population (Braun et al., 2014) . Measurement of protrusion in frontal 3 facial photographs was performed by Driessen et al (Driessen, Borgstein, & Vuyk, 2011) in a 4 retrospective investigation of 44 patients with protruding ears and 102 prospectively collected 5 normal controls. The author used the subjects' irises for calibrating measurements and 6 outlined a methodology for measuring protruding ears in frontal facial photographs. However, 7 there are simpler methods to classify protrusion that are yet unexploited. 
Materials and Methods
10
The institution's ethics committee approved the use of the subjects' facial images for the 11 purpose of this study. After proper informed consent had been obtained, full frontal facial 12 photographs of both patients and controls were prospectively collected. These photographs 
Results
4
The scatter plot combining this index with age shows a trend for higher values in the 5 protruding ears group when compared to controls both in left (Figure 2 ) and right (Figure 3 ). 
